Sample “Reacting to the Past” Syllabus: 
First-Year Seminar
Barnard College, Fall 2009     
Introduction
“Reacting to the Past” seeks to introduce students to major ideas and texts.   It uses a “role playing” format to replicate the historical context in which these ideas acquired significance. Because “Reacting to the Past” is a very different type of learning experience, you should read the attached essay, “Reacting to the Past:  Pedagogical Introduction.”     
Our Reacting class will play three games, as follows;  The Threshold of Democracy:  Athens in 403 B.C. (September-mid-October); Confucianism and the Succession Crisis of the Wanli Emperor, 1587 (mid-October to early mid-November); and Greenwich Village, 1913: Suffrage, Labor and the New Woman (Mid-November-end of semester).  
Readings

Students should purchase the following books, which are available from Book Culture, 536 West 112th St.  

	Title & Edition
	Author
	ISBN
	Publisher
	Required R

	The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403 B.C. (3rd edition)
	Carnes, Mark and Josiah Ober
	0321333039
	Pearson
	Required

	The Republic
	Plato
	0140449140
	Penguin
	Required

	Confucianism and the Succession Crisis of the Wanli Emperor, 1587 (3rd edition)
	Carnes, Mark and Daniel K. Gardner
	032133230X
	Pearson
	Required

	The Analects
	Confucius
	0140443487
	Pearson
	Required

	1587, A Year of No Significance
	Huang, Ray
	0300028849
	Yale
	Required

	Rules for Writers
	Hacker, Diana
	0312208537
	Bedford/St. Martin’s
	Required


The game book for Greenwich Village, 1913  will be provided as a course packet. It also includes some of the major supporting texts; others, such as the writings of Mary Wollstonecraft and Karl Marx, are available online.  
Students will also conduct specialized research as necessary for the successful performance of their roles.  In writing an essay attacking the democratic pretensions of the Radical Democrats in ancient Athens, for example, a student may wish to discuss Athenian slavery at some length, a subject that is not developed in detail in the game packet or accompanying readings.  Although the Internet contains tremendous volumes of data on recent subjects, and even plenty of famous historical texts and documents, what is available online on the subjects of these games is inconsequential compared to the holdings of a major library, such as Columbia’s Butler Library.  Rather than waste time on the Internet, where there will be little information and what there is may be of dubious validity, we prefer that you visit the library and approach a reference librarian for help.  
Assignments and Grading
For each game, students are to complete 10-12 pages of writing.  Usually, there will be two separate assignments, although the nature of the writing assignment depends on your particular role.  Writing will constitute 2/3 of the grade for each game.  The attached essay, “Introduction to Reacting,” includes an appendix on “Writing for Reacting, including four “writing advisories”.  You must master these advisories; you should read them all before you write every paper for Reacting.  

You—or, rather, your game persona—will be speaking in class—a lot.  Your class participation will constitute 1/3 of your grade for each game.  If  you win a game—i.e., fulfill the victory objectives outlined in your role—you will receive a half grade bonus to the class participation component of your grade for that game.  That is, a B- in class participation would be raised to a B.   If you read a paper aloud, your class participation will likely incur a grade penalty. 
There is no midterm or final exam.  

Schedule of Class Sessions
Game 1:  The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403 B.C.(9/9-
The readings and assignments for the game  is outlined in the game book (Ober and Carnes, The Threshold of Democracy).  The activities for each session are summarized and explained on pages 33-38 (“Classroom Schedule”):
(1) September 9 (W):   Class 1: First setup class: Introduction, Athenian history:  Please read the entire game book before this class; 
(2) September 14 (M):   Class 2:  Roles Distributed/Faction Meetings
(3) September 16:  (W):  Class 3:  Discussion, Plato’s Republic

(4) September 21:   (M):  Class 4:  Assembly Session 1: Reconciliation Agreement
(5) September 23: (W):   Class 5:  Assembly Session 2:  Electorate/Agency 
     September 28: NO CLASS

(6) September 30: (W):  Class 6:  Assembly Session 3:  Welfare

(7) October 5:  (M):   Class 7:  Dikasteria Session (trials)

(8) October 7:  (W):  Class 8:  Dikasteria Sessions (continued, if needed) and Assembly (topic open)
(9) October 12: (M):  Class 9:  Final Assembly Session:  Remilitarization and imperialism
(10) October 14:  (W):   Class 10:  Post-Mortem Discussion; commence reading China game packet
Game 2:  Confucianism and the Succession Crisis of the Wanli Emperor, 1587

(11) October 19: (M):  Class 1:  Introduction to the Game and Materials (Come to class having read game booklet, not including appendices):  
(12) October 21 (W):   Class 2: Discussion of Analects:  Roles distributed
(13) October 26 (M):   Class 3:  Analects continued, faction meetings.
(14) October 28 (W):   Class 4:  First audience with Wanli Emperor
November 2:  ELECTION DAY BREAK

(15)  November 4 (W):  Class 5:  Second audience with Wanli Emperor
(16) November 9 (M):  Class 6:   Wanli Emperor and First Grand Secretary Respond
(17)  November 11 (W)  Class 7 and 8 (combined):  Final presentations to Wanli Emperor, Decision Rendered
(18) November 16 (M)  Post-Mortem Discussion; students begin reading packet for Greenwich Village, 1913
Game 3:  Greenwich Village, 1913:  Suffrage, Labor and the New Woman

Reading sequence assigned later in the semester
(19) November 18 (W) Class 1 (Preparatory Session A): Woman’s Rights and Suffrage
(20) November 23 (M): Class 2 (Preparatory Session B): Labor and Labor Movements 

(21) November 25 (W): Class 3 (Preparatory Session C):  The Spirit of the New
(22) November 30  (M):  Class 4:  Game begins:  The Suffrage Cause 
(23) December 2 (W):  Class 5:  Labor Has Its Day
(24)  December 7  (M) Class 6:  The Feminist Mass Meeting
(??)   Class 7:  Mabel Dodge Evening: TO BE SCHEDULED BY “MABEL DODGE” AT EVENING OF HER CHOOSING

(25)  December 9 (W) Class 8:  Thus Spake The Masses and the Vote
(26)  December 14 (M):  Class 9:  (Coda and Post-Mortem):  1917: Facing the Future
(27)  December 16 (W):  Reflections on the Course  (Lunch Party)
